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Diocese of Trenton
Catholic Committee on Scouting

Dear fellow NCCS Participant;

In our diocese, our major committee event is a boy scout/girl scout annual
weekend retreat. Some 400 scouters and scouts attend each year. Itisa
huge event, planned and implemented by a group of approximately 60 youth
and adult scout staff. The planning process is a year long effort.
Implementation of the retreat is in September, at a boy scout camp within
our diocese.

Our retreat begins with a F riday évening campfire. On Saturday morning,
we gather the entire camp for a flag ceremony, and opening service. Then,
the group is-broken into 5 smaller groups, and attend the 5 morning
workshops. Saturday afternoon includes a penance service, and smaller
activities, ranging from crafts to meditation and prayer. Saturday evening is
social, with a dance and movie, simultaneously occurring. Sunday morning
culminates the retreat with Mass at the waterfront, which our Bishop has .
attended whenever his schedule allows. Then we bid goodbye to the
campers, and staff cleans up the camp!

We are very proud of the work that our staff does. We have assembled a
number of our retreat services for you in this handout. Many of our full
programs have received the National Committee on Scouting’s “Certificate
of Recognition for Excellence” Award. We hope you enjoy these services *
and welcome any comments. '

Yours in faith and scouting,
Ann Marie Smigelski -

19 Jibsail Dr

Bayville, NJ 08721
(732)606-1463

e-mail: asmig@aol.com




Staff Commissioning Service

Each year at the Easter Vigil, the most sacred of the Church’s liturgies, we begin with the
Service of Light. The fire that is blessed that night is meant to be a reminder of the light
of Christ returning to the world at the Resurrection.

Light the fire. The Christophers, a name which means “Christ-bearer,” is a church group
dedicated to the spread of the Gospel. They recognize the need the world has for the light
of Christ to shine upon us. Their slogan is that “it is better to light one candle than to
curse the darkness.” .

Light a candle. At our baptisms we were given a candle that was lit with the words
“receive the light of Christ.” We were told to keep the flame of faith alive in our hearts.
As followers of Christ it is now our task to carry that flame and bring the light of Christ
into all parts of our world.

Light all candles, person to person, each staff member holding a candle. Recent events
In our nation have challenged the strength of our nation. There are those who would
hope that we become too frightened to move forward. They are mistaken, our nation is
united and stronger than ever. I ask-all present here to join me in prayer. Prayer for the
victims, for those missing, for those involved in the rescue/recovery efforts, for our
leaders and for our mlflitary who now go forth to defend us.

Pause. Join me as well in prayer for ourselves. We, as a staff, need to ask the Lord for
His strength. In difficult times it is important that people of faith show forth that faith for
all to see. It is our faith that gives us the strength to face the challenges this world
presents. It is also our faith that binds us together. And united in faith we cannot fail.
Together we ask God to allow our lights to burn brightly. » ‘

This weekend give us the opportunity as a staff to share the light of Christ with those
.around us. We know that there is great goodness in the world. Will you join me in
directing others to that goodness by shining the Christ on it?

We also know that there remains darkness in our world. Will you join me in bringing the
light of Christ more fully into the world to disspell that darkness?

Finally, we know why we are gathered here this weekend. So join me in asking the Lord
to grant us the grace and the strength to live our lives in such a way that what we say and
do brings glory to God our Father.

Will you join with me this weekend in helping all who are gathered for this retreat to
raise the name of the Lord “Up in Lights”!

Now go forth with God’s blessing — and allow the light of Christ to shine for all to see.

C/"'—j
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SCREEN PLAY
MR. S.—-OUR CLOSING TONIGHT WILL BE A PRODUCTION PLAYED BY THE
GRADUATING STAFF MEMBERS. AS YOU ALREADY KNOW THE STAFF HAS PUT
TOGETHER A PROGRAM BUILT AROUND MOVIE THEMES. LISTEN TO THE
STORY OF CREATION BY JAMES WELDON JOHNSON AND REFLECT ON IT AS.
YOU LEAVE TONIGHT AND PREPAIR FOR YOUR RETREAT WEEKEND. ‘

ERIC-- SLOWLY WALK ON AND VIDEOTAPE
CHRIS— KNOCK ON DOOR.

BRIAN— ANSWER DOOR |

CHRIS-INTRODUCE YOURSELF AND EXPLAIN WHY YOU ARE THERE
BRIAN & J.B.~TOGETHER RESIST READING THE STORY
GHRIS—CONVIENCE THEM TO READ YOUR SCRIPT

GOD SLOWLY WALKS ON.

BRIAN & J.B— SIT DOWN AND START TO READ.

BRIAN—AND GOD STEPPED OUT ON SPACE,
AND HE LOOKED AROUND AND SAID:
I'M LONELY- I'LL MAKE ME A WORLD

AND AS FAR AS THE EYE OF GOD COULD SEE
DARKNESS COVERED EVERYTHING,
BLACKER THAN A HUNDRED MIDNIGHTS
DOWN A CYPRESS SWAMP ‘

J.B.— NO! CHANGE THAT TO A CEDAR LAKE. JUST LOOK AROUND US. SEE
THE CEDAR TREES,
CHRIS—- OK THATS FINE JUST KEEP READING

BRIAN-THEN GOD SMILED AND LIGHT BROKE

PAUSE

AND THE DARKNESS ROLLED UP ON ONE SIDE AND THE LIGHT STOOD
SHINNING ON THE OTHER, AND GOD SAID:

THAT'S GOOD!

THEN GOD REACHED OUT AND TOOK THE LIGHT IN HIS HANDS UNTIL HE
MADE THE SUN; AND HE SET THE SUN A BLAZING IN THE HEAVENS.

AND HE TOOK THAT LIGHT FROM THE SUN AND FLUNG IT AGA]NST THE
DARKNESS.




'

SPANGLING IN THE NIGHT WITH THE MOON AND STARS,
THEN DOWN BETWEEN THE DARKNESS AND LIGHT HE HURLED THE WORLD:
AND GOD SAID: THAT'S GOOD!

J.B.~ LET ME READ SOME OF THIS. THIS SEEMS LIKE A GOOD STORY.

J.B.—THEN GOD HIMSELF STEPPED DOWN AND THE SUN WAS ON HIS RIGHT
HAND. AND THE MOON WAS ON HIS LEFT; |

THE STARS WERE CLUSTERED ABOUT HIS HEAD

AND THE EARTH WAS UNDER HIS FEET. |

AND GOD WALKED, AND WHERE HE TROD HIS FOOTSTEPS HOLLOWED THE
VALLEYS OUT AND BULGED THE MOUNTAINS UP.

THEN HE STOPPED AND LOOKED AND SAW THAT THE EARTH WAS HOT AND
BARREN. SO GOD STEPPED OVER THE EDGE OF THE WORLD AND HE SPAT
OUT THE SEAS. ' » ‘
BE BATTED HIS EYES AND THE LIGHTNING'S FLASHED

HE CLAPPED HIS HANDS, AND THE THUNDERS ROLLED

AND THE WATERS ABOVE THE EARTH CAME DOWN,

THEN THE GREEN GRASS SPROUTED AND THE LITTLE RED FLOWERS
BLOSSOMED, : .

THE PINE TREE POINTED HIS FINGER TO THE SKY

AND THE OAK SPREAD OUT HIS ARMS

THE LAKES CUDDLED DOWN IN THE HOLLOWS OF THE GROUND

AND THE RIVERS RAN DOWN TO THE SEA

AND GOD SMILED AGAIN

AND THE RAINBOW APPEARED

AND CURLED ITSELF AROUND HIS SHOULDER.

CHRIS— WHAT DO YOU THINK SO FAR??
BRIAN & J.B.~ QUIET! QUIET LET US READ!!!!

BRIAN— THEN GOD RAISED HIS ARM AND WAVED HIS HAND

OYER THE SEA AND OVER THE LAND

AND HE SAID: BRING FORTH! BRING FORTH!

AND QUICKER THAN GOD COULD DROP HIS HAND FISHES AND FOWLS AND
BEASTS AND BIRDS SWAM THE RIVERS AND SEAS. ROAMED THE FOREST AND




WOODS. AND SPLIT THE AIR WITH THEIR WINGS.
AND GOD SAID: THAT'S GOOD!

THEN GOD WALKED AROUND AND GOD LOOKED AROUND :
ON ALL THAT HAD BEEN MADE. HE LOOKED AT THE SUN, AND HE LOOKED
AT HIS MOON, AND HE LOOKED AT HIS LITTLE STARS.

EE LOOKED ON HIS WORLD WITH ALL IT'S LIVING THINGS,

AND GOD SAID: I'M LONELY STILL

THEN GOD SAT DOWN ON THE SIDE OF A HILL WHERE HE COULD THINK:
BY A DEEP WIDE RIVER HE SAT WITH HIS HEAD IN HIS HANDS,
GOD THOUGHT: I'LL MAKE ME A MAN.

CHRIS— YES! YES! READ ON THIS IS THE BEST PART!

BRIAN& J.B.— LOOK AND CHRIS AND SAY NOTHING!!
CHRIS.. ALL RIGHT I'LL SHUT UP.

J.B.— UP FROM THE BED OF THE RIVER GOD SCOOPED THE CLAY

AND BY THE BANK OF THE RIVER HE KNEELED DOWN ,

AND THERE THE GREAT GOD ALMIGHTY WHO LIT THE SUN AND FIXED IT IN
THE SKY, WHO FLUNG THE STARS TO THE MOST FAR CORNER OF THE NIGHT.
WHO ROUNDED THE EARTH IN THE MIDDLE OF HIS HAND

THIS GREAT GOD

LIKE A MAMMY BENDING OVER HER BABY

KNEELED DOWN IN THE DUST TOILING OVER A LUMP OF CLAY TILL HE
SHAPED IT IN HIS OWN IMAGE:

THEN INTO IT HE BLEW THE BREATH OF LIFE
AND MAN BECAME A LIVING SOUL.
AMEM.....AMEN...

PAUSE

CHRIS— TO BE CONTINUED TOMORROW

[N
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ACTI

ALL PLAYERS TAKE THEIR PLACE

GOD STANDS QUIETLY IN THE BACK GROUND NOT MOVING

CHRIS— SO WHAT TO YOU THINK? DID YOU LIKE MY SCREEN PLAY LAST
NIGHT? '

BRIAN- I THINK THIS IS A GREAT STORY. IT PUT ME IN A PEACEFUL STATE
OF MIND. I COULDN'T STOP THINKING ABOUT IT LAST NIGHT.

J.B.— IS THERE MORE TO THE STORY? I THINK WE COULD DO MORE
WITH THIS. §

CHRIS—- YES! YES! IT HAS FIVE MORE ACTS....WE CAN DO THE FIVE ACTS
TODAY AND HAVE A GRAND PRODUCTION TOMORROW MORNING.

BRIAN— WHAT ARE THE FIVE ACTS? AND WHAT IS THIS GRAND
PRODUCTION? o

CHRIS—- YOU WILL HAVE TO WAIT FOR TOMORROW MORNING TO FIND
OUT ABOUT THE GRAND ' PRODUCTION. BUT WE CAN DO THE FIVE ACTS

TODAY.
J.B.— WHAT ARE THE FIVE ACTS?
CHRIS— THE FIVE ACTS ARE
ACT L...... DUDE WHERE'S MY GOD?
ACT IL..... GOSSIP
ACT llL... OH GOD.

ACT IV... BIBLICAL HISTORY X
ACT V....LIAR, LIAR

BRIAN, CHRIS, J.B.—WHAT ARE WE WAITING FOR? LETS GO!
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